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(57) ABSTRACT

The arrangement for supercapacitor device comprises an
electrode (1) provided with an electrically conductive ele-
ment (4). It also comprises a separator element (3) fixed
against a first face (4a) of the electrically conductive element
(4), the arrangement being perforated with a plurality of
through holes (5) which pass through both the electrically
conductive element (4) and the separator element (3). The
perforated separator element (3) forms a membrane that is
both electrically insulating and porous to ions of an electro-
lyte of the supercapacitor device. The electrically conductive
element (4) of the electrode (1) being perforated, the equiva-
lent surface area of the electrodes of the supercapacitor device
is dependent on the number of holes made and on their depth.
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ARRANGEMENT FOR SUPERCAPACITOR
DEVICE, SUPERCAPACITOR DEVICE
COMPRISING THE ARRANGEMENT,

METHOD FOR FABRICATING AN
ARRANGEMENT

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to the field of supercapacitors.

The subject of the invention is, more particularly, an
arrangement for supercapacitor device comprising an elec-
trode provided with an electrically conductive element.

STATE OF THE ART

As illustrated in FIG. 1, supercapacitors, or pseudocapaci-
tive supercapacitors, comprise two porous electrodes 1a, 15,
generally made of active carbon. These electrodes 1a, 15 are
separated by an electrolyte 2, and are impregnated with this
electrolyte 2. The electrolyte 2 can be an organic liquid, an
ionic liquid or even an ionogel. A separator element 3, posi-
tioned in the electrolyte 2, acts as an electrically insulating
membrane to avoid short circuits between the electrodes 1a,
15, and this membrane is also porous to the ions of the
electrolyte 2 for the supercapacitor to operate correctly. This
separator element 3 can be produced for example in polypro-
pylene (PP) or in polyethylene (PE) or in a multilayer such as
PP/PE/PP, but it can also be formed by a cellulosic membrane
implementing cellulosic paper with reinforcing polymer
fibres.

The capacitance of a supercapacitor is determined prima-
rily by the geometry of the windings forming its specific
surface area S (the active surface, facing one another, of the
two electrodes of the supercapacitor that are used for the
exchanges), by a distance e separating the electrodes, and
from the nature of the insulator(s) used to produce the sepa-
rator element (by taking &, to be the dielectric permittivity of
vacuum=38.854 pF m™"). The following formula is used to
estimate the value of the capacitance C of the supercapacitor:

C=E,S/e

In the case of a supercapacitor with an electrolyte and a
separator, the formula is expressed:

C=€,.E,E,5e

re—rs

where €,, represents the permittivity of the electrolyte, this
permittivity being able to be between 3 and 40 for most of the
organic solvents, and €,, represents the permittivity of the
separator.

This example is based on an electrochemical supercapaci-
tor, but the same principle applies for a pseudocapacitive-type
supercapacitor based on the double-layer concept.

Generally, an electrode as described above is formed by a
plate of aluminium on which is deposited an active carbon
which has a specific surface area S of 2000 m* to 3000 m* per
gram. The contact surface area of the duly formed electrode is
immense, making it possible to obtain considerable capaci-
tance values.

This technology is difficult to miniaturize. Microelectron-
ics may be a solution but the carbon usually used is not a good
candidate for microelectronic use where silicon is generally
preferred.

The supercapacitors as described above implement many
compounds that have to be manipulated (electrodes, separator
element and electrolyte), a manipulation that becomes all the
more difficult when it comes to miniaturization. This minia-
turization then leads to problems in assembly.
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2
OBIECT OF THE INVENTION

The aim of the present invention is to propose a solution
that can easily be industrialized, and in which the handling is
made easier in assembly.

This aim is targeted in that the arrangement comprises a
separator element fixed against a first face of the electrically
conductive element, the arrangement comprising a plurality
of through holes which pass through both the electrically
conductive element and the separator element, and the holed
separator element forms a membrane that is both electrically
insulating and porous to ions of an electrolyte of the super-
capacitor device, and in that the electrically conductive ele-
ment of the electrode being perforated, the equivalent surface
area of the electrodes of the supercapacitor device is depen-
dent on the number of holes made and on their depth

According to one implementation, the electrode comprises
a plurality of nano-elements, in particular electrically con-
ductive nanowires or nanotubes, extending from a second
face of the electrically conductive element, which is opposite
to the first face of the electrically conductive element.

Advantageously, the separator element is a dielectric layer
comprising holes, for example a layer of oxide with a thick-
ness greater than 1 nm.

Advantageously, the electrode comprises a semiconductor
material or a metal.

According to one implementation, at least one through hole
from the plurality of through holes of the arrangement com-
prises a section where the separator element covers a portion
of the electrically conductive element along the axis of said
hole.

The invention also relates to a supercapacitor device com-
prising an arrangement in which one face of the separator
element, opposite to the face of the separator element in
contact with the electrically conductive element, is in contact
with an electrolyte of the supercapacitor device.

Advantageously, the free end of at least one nano-element
is in contact with the separator element of another arrange-
ment.

According to one implementation, the device comprises a
plurality of arrangements, two adjacent arrangements being
separated by electrolyte so as to form a unitary supercapacitor
element, the electrolyte of the unitary element being in con-
tact with the separator element of one of the arrangements of
the unitary element and with the electrode of the other
arrangement of the unitary element.

Preferably, at least a part of the plurality of arrangements
forms a first set of unitary supercapacitor elements electri-
cally linked in parallel.

Advantageously, another part of the plurality of arrange-
ments forms a second set of unitary supercapacitor elements
electrically linked in parallel, the first set and the second set
being electrically linked in series.

According to one implementation, the device comprises,
for each electrode, a link element electrically linked to said
electrode by wiring of ultrasonic microelectronic type or by
thermocompression.

The invention also relates to a method for fabricating at
least one arrangement for supercapacitor device comprising
the following steps:

providing an electrically conductive substrate, in particular

semiconductor-based, at least a part of which is intended
to form the electrically conductive element of the
arrangement,
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forming, on a first face of the substrate, a layer of electri-
cally insulating material, at least a part of which is
intended to form the separator element of the arrange-
ment,

forming a plurality of through holes passing through both
the substrate and the layer of electrically insulating
material.

Advantageously, the method comprises a step of formation
of'a plurality of nano-elements extending from a second face
of the substrate, which is opposite to the first face of the
substrate, said nano-elements being obtained by growth from
bumps of catalysts arranged on the second face of the sub-
strate.

The bumps of catalysts can be formed before the formation
of the plurality of holes.

It the substrate is a metal, the bumps of catalyst are formed
by the metal remaining between the through holes after the
formation of the plurality of holes.

According to a particular implementation, the step of for-
mation of the plurality of nano-elements comprises:

a step of deposition of a layer of catalyst on the second face
of the substrate, said layer of catalyst being intended to
form the bumps of catalyst, the step of deposition of the
layer of catalyst being carried out before the formation
of the plurality of holes so that each hole from the plu-
rality of holes also passes through said layer of catalyst,

a step of remelting of the layer of catalyst, carried out after
the formation of the plurality of holes, so as to form a
plurality of bumps of catalyst, in particular of catalyst
balls, on the second face of the substrate,

a step of growth of the nano-elements from the bumps of
catalyst.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other advantages and features will become more clearly
apparent from the following description of particular embodi-
ments of the invention, given as non limiting examples and
represented in the appended drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a view schematically illustrating the prior art,

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of an
arrangement according to the invention,

FIG. 3 illustrates a refinement of the embodiment of FIG. 2,

FIG. 4 illustrates a supercapacitor device implementing
two arrangements according to FIG. 2,

FIG. 5 illustrates a supercapacitor device provided with
four arrangements according to FIG. 2,

FIG. 6 illustrates a set of unitary supercapacitor elements
electrically linked in parallel to favour the capacitance of the
supercapacitor device,

FIG. 7 illustrates two sets according to FIG. 6 linked in
series to favour the voltage of the supercapacitor device while
keeping a high capacitance,

FIGS. 8 to 11 illustrate different steps of a method for
fabricating an arrangement,

FIG. 12 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a particular
embodiment of an arrangement.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

In FIG. 2, an arrangement for supercapacitor device com-
prises an electrode 1 provided with an electrically conductive
element 4. Furthermore, the arrangement comprises a sepa-
rator element 3 fixed against a first face 4a of the electrically
conductive element 4. The arrangement comprises (“com-
prises” can be understand as “is perforated with” or “is bored
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4

with” or “is holed with”) a plurality of through holes 5 passing
through both the electrically conductive element 4 and the
separator element 3. Preferably, all the holes in the plurality of
holes are through holes, but other holes not belonging to the
plurality of holes may be present, and these holes may, for
example, be blind.

In fact, the separator element 3 that is perforated (or bored
or holed), and thus associated with the electrode 1, forms a
membrane that is both electrically insulating and porous to
ions of an electrolyte of the supercapacitor device. The
dimensions of the holes will therefore be adapted to produce
the function of the separator element 3. In fact, the electrical
insulation is produced by the thickness of the layer forming
the separator element.

Preferably, the porosity of the separator element 3 to ions
of'the electrolyte of the supercapacitor device is made only by
the parts of through holes 5 delimited by the separator ele-
ment 3. In other words, the solid parts (solid matter) of the
separator element between the corresponding parts of
through holes do not allow the ions to move to the electrode
(the ions can thus only pass in the corresponding holes). Thus,
the through holes 5 are dimensioned to allow the movement of
ions of the electrolyte of the supercapacitor device.

Thus, the arrangement forms a monolithic component, by
virtue of the fixing of the separator element 3 to the electrode
1, comprising the functions of an electrode and of a separator
element, this arrangement making it possible to optimize all
the quantities that make up a supercapacitor (S, e, k__: relative
permittivity linked to the material used in the context of the
separator element). This arrangement reduces the number of
parts to be manipulated since the functions are combined, and
the assembly of the supercapacitor device implementing such
an arrangement is therefore simplified.

Furthermore, this particular arrangement makes it possible
to reduce the distance e between the electrodes of a superca-
pacitor device. Electrically speaking, e can be reduced until
contact is made between the electrode of one arrangement
and the separator element of another arrangement, since the
separator element 3 is electrically insulating. However, to
maintain the supercapacitor effect, it is essential to maintain a
little electrolyte, and it is therefore preferable to keep a dis-
tance of a few nanometres, for example a distance greater than
2 nm, so as to separate the electrode of an arrangement with
the separator element from another arrangement. This is
advantageous inasmuch as, by taking into account the sepa-
rator element, the capacitance of the capacitor is defined by
C=k,.E,E,S/e; and if e is very small, it is easier to maximize
the capacitance of the supercapacitor device while favouring
its miniaturization.

Furthermore, the electrically conductive element 4 of the
electrode 1 being perforated, this increases the equivalent
surface area S, of the electrodes which is dependent on the
number of holes made and on their depth (S, =z*S, where z
represents a multiplying coefficient obtained by virtue of the
presence of the holes, with S, being the initial hole-free total
active surface area).

Thus, we can understand that the perforation of the elec-
trode 1 is the consequence of the presence of through holes 5.
In other words, the parts of through holes 5 delimited by the
electrode (and more particularly by the electrically conduc-
tive element) allow the increase of the surface of correspond-
ing electrode intended to be in contact with the electrolyte,
and thus to increase the equivalent surface area of the elec-
trodes of the supercapacitor device.

As an example, by considering holes with a diameter ¢,
greater than or equal to 100 nm, it is possible to obtain a hole
density d, greater than or equal to 10*° holes per cm?®. Depend-
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ing on the thickness of the electrically conductive element 4
of the electrode 1, the depth P, of the holes could be between
100 um and 500 um. By taking S, as the surface area of the
electrodes without holes, an equivalent surface area S, , with
holes is obtained, given by the formula:

Seqt = So[l +n%d,(4P; - ¢r)]-

According to an example, by taking d,=10"* holes per m?,
P~500 um, ¢,~100*10~° m, and S,=1 cm?, Seg=1.5 m? is
obtained, i.e. 1.5 10* times S,. This makes it possible to
greatly increase the capacitance of the supercapacitor when
S, 1s injected into the equation giving C. S, corresponds to
the active surface area, that is to say to two facing surfaces of
two electrodes facing one another.

InFIG. 3, in order to improve the equivalent surface area of
the electrode 1, the latter may comprise a plurality of nano-
elements 6, in particular electrically conductive nanowires or
nanotubes, extending from a second face 4b of the electrically
conductive element 4, which is opposite to the first face 4a of
the electrically conductive element 4 where the separator
element 3 is fixed. The arrangement being perforated (or
bored or holed) by a plurality of through holes 5 whose
orifices open out on the second face 45 of the electrically
conductive element, these nano-elements 6 extend from areas
of the second face 45 that are situated between the orifices.
Obviously, the nano-elements 6 are in electrical contact with
the electrically conductive element 4 so as to form the elec-
trode 1.

In the case where nanowires are added, the equivalent
surface area (S,,,, J is given by the following formula:

¢ ¢
Seatss = S0l L+ (4P = )+ =L ds (9 + 4Hp)|

with the diameter ¢, of the holes, the density d,of the holes, the
depth P, of the holes, by taking nanowires of diameter ¢,
greater than or equal to 2 nm, the density of the nanowires d

will then be greater than or equal to 10'° nanowires per cm?,
and the height H, of the nanowires may be greater than or
equal to 100 nm.

According to an example, by taking d,~10"* holes per m?,
P, =500 um, ¢,~100*10" m, d,~10'* holes per m*, H~1 um,
=5 10~° m, and S,=1 cm?, we obtain for Seqeer3 m?, ie.
3*10% times S,,. It is therefore clear that the use of the nanow-
ires in combination with the holes will be preferred to maxi-
mize the capacitance of the supercapacitor device.

It will be understood from what has been stated above that
any known type of nano-element or nanostructure that can be
used to improve the effective surface area of the electrode will
be able to be used. Consequently, a person skilled in the art of
microelectronics will be able to use his or her general knowl-
edge to adapt existing nano-elements to the arrangement as
described.

The electrode may comprise a semiconductor material or a
metal. This semiconductor material may at least form the
electrically conductive element 4 of the electrode 1. Thus, the
electrode may be formed wholly or partly by a material cho-
sen from silicon, germanium, an alloy based on SiGe, gallium
arsenide or nitride (GaAs or GaN), or even indium phosphide
(InP). This semiconductor may be strongly doped so as to be
electrically conductive. This offers the advantage of making it
easier to make use of the technologies of microelectronics in
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order to miniaturize the supercapacitor devices in order, for
example, to integrate them on a chip. The electrode may also
be ametal such as, for example, stainless steel, Ni, Al, Cu, etc.

The separator element 3 may be a perforated (or bored or
holed) dielectric layer (in other words a dielectric layer with
holes), for example a layer of oxide with a thickness greater
than 1 nm, and for example between 2 nm and 3 nm. This
oxide may, for example, be a dielectric film of SiO,, Si,N,,
etc. By using a layer of oxide associated with the electrode 1
as separator element 3, it is possible to optimize the value e of
a supercapacitor device implementing the arrangement
described only as a function of the breakdown voltage of the
dielectric layer, which is a function of resistivity. For
example, for Si0,, the value of the resistivity is between 10"2
and 108 Q-m. Consequently, it is possible to obtain a layer of
oxide greater than a nanometre. This will allow for great ease
of assembly. k,, will depend on the oxide which will be
formed on the electrically conductive element 4 of the elec-
trode 1 (for SiO,, the coefficientk_=3.9). Itis also possible to
use oxides with high permittivity (“high k) to increase the
capacitance of a supercapacitor device and/or to reduce the
thickness of the insulating layer.

When the electrically conductive element 4 is produced
based on conductive material such as strongly doped silicon,
the separator element may be obtained by oxidation of the
electrically conductive element 4, or by deposition of a
dielectric film on one face of the electrically conductive ele-
ment 4.

In FIG. 4, a supercapacitor device may comprise at least
one arrangement A as described previously (such as, for
example, those of FIGS. 2 and 3) with one face 3a of the
separator element 3, opposite to the face 35 of the separator
element in contact with the electrically conductive element 4,
is in contact with an electrolyte 2 of the supercapacitor device.

In FIG. 4, the arrangement A comprises an electrode 1a
serving, for example, respectively as cathode or anode. Fur-
thermore, the arrangement A is separated by the electrolyte 2
from another electrode 15 serving, for example, respectively
as anode or cathode.

When the device comprises an arrangement provided with
a plurality of nano-elements as described above, the free end
of at least one nano-element is in contact with the separator
element of another arrangement of the device. Preferably, a
plurality of nano-elements of one arrangement is in contact
with the separator element of the other arrangement. This
makes it possible to reduce the dimensions of the device.
When we do not want to decrease the size of the device, the
contact of the plurality of nano-elements from an arrange-
ment with the separator element of another arrangement is not
necessary.

According to one implementation of the supercapacitor
device illustrated in FIG. 5, the latter comprises a plurality of
arrangements Al, A2, A3, A4 as described previously. Two
adjacent arrangements A3, A4 are separated by electrolyte 2
s0 as to form a unitary supercapacitor element. The electro-
lyte 2 of the unitary element (A3, A4, 2) is in contact with the
separator element 3 of one of the arrangements of the unitary
element (A3, A4, 2) and with the electrode 15 of the other
arrangement of the unitary element (A3, A4, 2). In other
words, when there are two adjacent arrangements, the face of
the electrically conductive element of the electrode of one of
the arrangements, opposite to the separator element of the
same arrangement, is oriented towards the face of the sepa-
rator element of the other arrangement, which is opposite to
the electrode of the other arrangement.

Moreover, advantageously, the parts of through holes
delimited by the electrode (and in particular by the electri-
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cally conductive element) allow the movement of the ions of
the electrolyte from one side to another of the electrode. Thus,
the electrolyte can be common in each side of an arrange-
ment.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example comprising four arrange-
ments Al, A2, A3, A4 without nano-elements stacked one on
top of the other. The arrangements are separated in pairs by an
electrolyte 2. Obviously, the arrangements could also each
comprise nano-elements as defined above in order to increase
the capacitance of the supercapacitor device. In fact, the elec-
trolyte 2 mentioned above may form an integral part of a
global electrolyte common to all the arrangements, and there
is therefore continuity in the ionic conduction of the electro-
lyte of the different arrangements.

Thus, more generally, and applicable to the different
embodiments of supercapacitor device, the electrolyte sepa-
rating the arrangements in pairs is a part of a global common
electrolyte to the arrangements (and preferably to all the
arrangements).

According to an implementation illustrated in FIG. 5, at
least a part of the plurality of arrangements may form, in
particular with the associated electrolyte, a first set 8a of
unitary supercapacitor elements electrically linked in paral-
lel. For this, the device may comprise a stack of arrangements
formed by an anode/cathode alternation. All the anodes 1a are
electrically linked together, and all the cathodes 15 are elec-
trically linked together. This first set may, preferably, com-
prise all the arrangements of the plurality of arrangements of
the supercapacitor device.

In the case of a parallel arrangement as described compris-
ing 2n electrodes each having an individual capacitance Ci,
and an internal resistance %2 Ri, an alternate connection yields
two subsets of n electrodes in series with a capacitance nCi.
The overall capacitance C of the parallel arrangement is such
that:

1/C=1/nCi+1/nCi

Consequently, the capacitance C of the set is C=2 nCi, the
stored energy E is E=%4 nCiU? and the power P is P=U%/
4Rs=U%4nRi, with Rs=nRi (Rs being the total series resis-
tance, also corresponding to the internal resistance plus the
substantially negligible contact resistances), U the voltage at
the terminals of the stack identical to that of a unitary element
consisting of two electrodes. This configuration favours the
capacitance of the supercapacitor device.

FIG. 6 gives a more detailed illustration of a parallel
arrangement based on eight electrodes provided with nanow-
ires on one face and covered by the separator element on
another face opposite to that of the nanowires, one in every
two of these electrodes being interconnected. This therefore
yields, a half-set of electrodes 1a that are electrically linked
together and another half-set of electrodes 15 that are electri-
cally linked together. In this configuration, n=4 and C=2Ci,
E=CiU? P=U?%16Ri. In this example with eight arrange-
ments, there are seven unitary elements.

According to a particular implementation illustrated in
FIG. 7, only a part of the plurality of arrangements forms the
first set 8a of unitary elements electrically linked in parallel,
so another part of the plurality of arrangements of the device
may form a second set 85 of unitary supercapacitor elements
electrically linked in parallel, the first and second sets being
electrically linked in series. This makes it possible to increase
the voltage of the device while retaining a high capacitance.
The example given is of two sets of unitary supercapacitor
elements, but a person skilled in the art will be able to adapt
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the number of sets according to the desired electrical capaci-
tance and/or voltage characteristics of the supercapacitor
device.

Preferably, in this particular implementation, the first and
second sets of unitary supercapacitor elements are separated
s0 as to prevent the ionic conduction between the electrolyte
of'the first set 8a and the electrolyte of the second set 8. This
separation allows for the series arrangement. For this, the first
and second sets 8a, 85 may each be sealed in an electrolyte
container configured to avoid short circuits between the
arrangements of one and the same container, and to allow the
ions of the electrolyte to pass between the arrangements of the
different unitary supercapacitor elements of one and the same
container. The two sets may be secured to one another by an
electrically insulating plate 9, for example in contact with a
first electrode type of the first set and a second electrode type
of the second set. This plate 9 produces a sealing function
between the containers.

Preferably, the supercapacitor device comprises, for each
electrode 1a, 15, a link element 7 (FIGS. 5, 6 and 7) electri-
cally linked to said electrode 1a, 15 by wiring of ultrasonic
microelectronic type or by thermocompression.

As illustrated in FIGS. 8 to 11, the arrangement for super-
capacitor device can be produced according to a method for
fabricating at least one arrangement comprising a step in
which an electrically conductive substrate 100, in particular
semiconductor-based and preferably strongly doped, is pro-
vided. At least a part of this substrate 100 is intended to form
the electrically conductive element of the arrangement. The
method also comprises a step of formation, on a first face
100a of the substrate 100, of a layer of electrically insulating
material 101, at least a part of which is intended to form the
separator element, and a step of formation of a plurality of
through holes 102 (FIG. 9) passing through both the substrate
100 and the layer of electrically insulating material 101.

In fact, the substrate 100 may be a silicon wafer commonly
used as substrate in microelectronics.

The entire set obtained at the end of the method will be able
to be used as a single arrangement, or will be able to be
segmented into a plurality of identical arrangements intended
to be stacked with the interposition of electrolyte.

The layer of electrically insulating material 101 may be a
layer of oxide. This layer of oxide may be produced by chemi-
cal or thermal oxidation (formation of SiO, of nanometric
thickness) of the substrate 100. The chemical pathway con-
sists in dipping the substrate in an oxidizing acid solution
(sulphuric acid, nitric acid), the oxidation reaction will be
self-limited by the formation of a nanometric layer of SiO, if
the substrate is made of silicon. The thermal pathway consists
in performing a thermal annealing (or bake) in an oxidizing
atmosphere. This technique is totally controlled in the micro-
electronics industry, and makes it possible to produce SiO,
layers of the order of a nanometre starting from a substrate
100 of silicon. This layer of oxide may alternatively be pro-
duced by a nanometric conformal deposition by gaseous
means or evaporation of different dielectrics such as SiO,,
Si,N,, etc. It will be possible to provide a preliminary step of
deposition of a protection layer on the face that is not
involved, or a later step to clean this face.

According to the implementation using nano-elements, the
method may comprise a step of formation of a plurality of
nano-elements 6 (FIGS. 9 to 11) extending from a second face
1004 of the substrate 100, which is opposite to the first face
100a of the substrate 100, said nano-elements being obtained
by growth from bumps of catalysts arranged on the second
face 1005 of the substrate 100.
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Advantageously, the bumps of catalysts are formed before
the formation of the plurality of holes.

According to one implementation, the substrate being a
metal, the bumps of catalyst are formed by the metal remain-
ing between the through holes after the formation of the
plurality of through holes.

Advantageously, the step of formation of the plurality of
nano-elements may comprise a step of deposition of a layer of
catalyst 103 on the second face 10056 of the substrate 100
(FIG. 9), said layer of catalyst 103 being intended to form the
bumps of catalyst, such as, for example, nanowires or nano-
tubes, from the substrate 100. The step of deposition of the
layer of catalyst 103 is performed before the formation of the
plurality of through holes so that the latter also pass through
said layer of catalyst 103. This layer of catalyst 103 may be a
layer of gold, of copper, of aluminium, etc. The layer of
catalyst 103 will advantageously be deposited by uniform
deposition controlled by evaporation (for example by physi-
cal vapour-phase deposition PVD). A step of remelting of the
layer of catalyst 103, performed after the formation of the
plurality of holes 102, makes it possible to form a plurality of
bumps of catalyst, in particular of balls 104 of catalyst (FIG.
10), on the second face 1005 of the substrate 100. In fact, this
remelting step makes it possible to anneal the whole pierced
from side to side, and in this heat treatment, the layer of
catalyst 103 changes to the liquid state and dewets into small
droplets 104. Depending on the initial thickness of the layer
of catalyst 103, a more or less broad distribution of the sizes
of droplets 104 is obtained. Finally, the step of formation of
the plurality of nano-elements 6 comprises a step of growth of
the nano-elements, from the bumps 104 of catalyst. This
growth step is performed conventionally, for example by
metal organic chemical vapour-phase deposition “MOCVD”.

The nano-elements will generally also be made of doped
silicon like the substrate 100. These nano-elements may also
be made of Ge, of an alloy of Si and Ge, of GaAs, of GaN, of
Inp, etc.

Generally, the formation of the plurality of through holes
can be performed, for example, by lithoetching based on the
exposure of thin layers of organic resins to light, X-rays, or an
electron beam followed by having them revealed in solvents.
Then, an etching step is undertaken either by “wet or chemi-
cal” means by using a hydrofluoric acid, or by “dry” means by
using ion bombardment.

After the production of the holes, if an organic resin has
been used, the latter can be removed. This removal will be
performed before the step of formation of the plurality of
nano-elements.

According to a variant, the layer of electrically insulating
material 101 is produced after having pierced the substrate
100 from side to side. In this particular case, the step of
deposition of the layer of electrically insulating material 101
is concomitant with the formation of through holes passing
through both the substrate 100 and the layer of electrically
insulating material 101. This deposition will be able to take
place before the removal of any layer of organic resin that
might have been used in the litho-etching. This has the effect
of partially protecting, particularly by oxidation, the hole at
the level of the substrate. The advantage thus obtained is the
avoidance of a short circuit between two electrodes if, during
assembly, a nano-element were to penetrate into a hole.

In other words, as illustrated in FIG. 12, on an arrangement,
at least one through hole 5 from the plurality of through holes
of the arrangement comprises a section T, where the separa-
tor element 3 covers a portion of the electrically conductive
element 4 along the axis X, of said hole. Obviously, prefer-
ably, all the holes in the plurality of holes are thus produced.
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Although no nano-element is represented in FIG. 12, nano-
elements may advantageously extend from the face of the
electrically conductive element 4 which is opposite to the
separator element 3.

In order to best control the coverage at the section T1, it is
possible to prepare the face of the substrate 100 which is
intended to receive the layer 101 of insulating material by
producing blind holes in the position of each future through
hole. Then, the layer 101 is deposited so as to cover the
relevant face of the substrate and the blind holes. Finally, the
substrate is pierced at each blind hole so as to form the
plurality of through holes while providing the coverage indi-
cated above. In this case, the blind hole has a diameter greater
than the associated future through hole.

Moreover, it is understood that a method for fabricating a
supercapacitor device as described can comprise at least one
step of fabricating an arrangement as described. This step of
fabricating the arrangement is thus equivalent to the method
for fabricating at least one arrangement as described before.

A computer-readable data storage medium, on which is
stored a computer program, may comprise computer program
code means for implementing the steps of the method as
described above.

A computer program may comprise a computer program
code means suitable for carrying out the steps of the method
as described, when the program is run by a computer.

As indicated previously, the arrangement described above
can be implemented in a supercapacitor device. Such a super-
capacitor device may be of pseudocapacitive type, of metal
oxide-based type, of a type based on intrinsic electronic con-
ductive polymer or of asymmetric type.

What is claimed is:

1. Arrangement for supercapacitor device, said arrange-
ment comprising an electrode provided with an electrically
conductive element, wherein it comprises a separator element
fixed against a first face of the electrically conductive ele-
ment, the arrangement comprising a plurality of through
holes which pass through both the electrically conductive
element and the separator element, and in that the holed
separator element forms a membrane that is both electrically
insulating and porous to ions of an electrolyte of the super-
capacitor device, and in that the electrically conductive ele-
ment of the electrode being perforated, the equivalent surface
area of the electrodes of the supercapacitor device is depen-
dent on the number of holes made and on their depth.

2. Arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the electrode
comprises a plurality of nano-elements, in particular electri-
cally conductive nanowires or nanotubes, extending from a
second face of the electrically conductive element, which is
opposite to the first face of the electrically conductive ele-
ment.

3. Arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the separator
element is a dielectric layer comprising holes, for example a
layer of oxide with a thickness greater than 1 nm.

4. Arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the electrode
comprises a semiconductor material or a metal.

5. Arrangement according to claim 1, wherein at least one
through hole from the plurality of through holes of the
arrangement comprises a section where the separator element
covers a portion of the electrically conductive element along
the axis of said hole.

6. Supercapacitor device comprising at least one arrange-
ment according to claim 1, in which one face of the separator
element, opposite to the face of the separator element in
contact with the electrically conductive element, is in contact
with an electrolyte of the supercapacitor device.
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7. Device according to claim 6 comprising an arrangement
for supercapacitor device, said arrangement comprising an
electrode provided with an electrically conductive element,
wherein it comprises a separator element fixed against a first
face of the electrically conductive element, the arrangement
comprising a plurality of through holes which pass through
both the electrically conductive element and the separator
element, and in that the holed separator element forms a
membrane that is both electrically insulating and porous to
ions of an electrolyte of the supercapacitor device, and in that
the electrically conductive element of the electrode being
perforated, the equivalent surface area of the electrodes of the
supercapacitor device is dependent on the number of holes
made and on their depth, wherein the electrode comprises a
plurality of nano-elements, in particular electrically conduc-
tive nanowires or nanotubes, extending from a second face of
the electrically conductive element, which is opposite to the
first face of the electrically conductive element, wherein the
free end of at least one nano-element is in contact with the
separator element of another arrangement.

8. Device according to claim 6, wherein it comprises a
plurality of arrangements, two adjacent arrangements being
separated by electrolyte so as to form a unitary supercapacitor
element, the electrolyte of the unitary element being in con-
tact with the separator element of one of the arrangements of
the unitary element and with the electrode of the other
arrangement of the unitary element.

9. Device according to claim 8, wherein at least a part of the
plurality of arrangements forms a first set of unitary superca-
pacitor elements electrically linked in parallel.

10. Device according to claim 9, wherein another part of
the plurality of arrangements forms a second set of unitary
supercapacitor elements electrically linked in parallel, the
first set and the second set being electrically linked in series.

11. Device according to claim 6, wherein it comprises, for
each electrode, a link element electrically linked to said elec-
trode by wiring of ultrasonic microelectronic type or by ther-
mocompression.

12. Method for fabricating at least one arrangement for
supercapacitor device according to claim 1, wherein it com-
prises the following steps:
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providing an electrically conductive substrate, in particular
semiconductor-based, at least a part of which is intended
to form the electrically conductive element of the
arrangement,

forming, on a first face of the substrate, a layer of electri-
cally insulating material, at least a part of which is
intended to form the separator element of the arrange-
ment,

forming a plurality of through holes passing through both
the substrate and the layer of electrically insulating
material.

13. Method according to claim 12, wherein it comprises a
step of formation of a plurality of nano-elements extending
from a second face of the substrate, which is opposite to the
first face of the substrate, said nano-elements being obtained
by growth from bumps of catalysts positioned on the second
face of the substrate.

14. Method according to claim 13, wherein the bumps of
catalysts are formed before the formation of the plurality of
holes.

15. Method according to claim 13, wherein the substrate
being a metal, the bumps of catalyst are formed by the metal
remaining between the through holes after the formation of
the plurality of holes.

16. Method according to claim 13, wherein the step of
formation of the plurality of nano-elements comprises:

a step of deposition of a layer of catalyst on the second face
of the substrate, said layer of catalyst being intended to
form the bumps of catalyst, the step of deposition of the
layer of catalyst being carried out before the formation
of the plurality of holes so that each hole from the plu-
rality of holes also passes through said layer of catalyst,

a step of remelting of the layer of catalyst, carried out after
the formation of the plurality of holes, so as to form a
plurality of bumps of catalyst, notably of catalyst balls,
on the second face of the substrate,

a step of growth of the nano-elements from the bumps of
catalyst.



